THE VELVETEEN RABBIT
STUDY GUIDE
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ABOUT THE SHOW
This play is adapted from the original "The Velveteen Rabbit"
or "How Toys Become Real," written by Margery Williams in 1922.
The story takes place in a Nursery and nearby Garden at the turn of the
century. The story is set in England but our play will take many liberties with the
"turn of the century" style because much of the music is Pop/Contemporary. Thus,
the tone, style and even language of the play will have a much more contemporary
feel.
The show opens with an introduction by the Skin Horse who is the oldest and
wisest of toys in the Nursery. He sets up the premise of the show which is, be
yourself and you will be loved. If you are loved, then you are real. The Skin Horse
will weave in and out of the scenes, acting as a Narrator as well as one of the
toys in the Nursery.
The play continues with the Boy receiving the Velveteen Rabbit as a present
from his family. The Velveteen Rabbit is immediately The Boy's favorite gift,
better than any of the other toys and goodies he has received. There are many other
presents to open, however and The Boy is called away to open the rest of his
presents - the Velveteen Rabbit is forgotten.
Thus begins the Velveteen Rabbit's secluded life in the nursery. He is set
apart from the other toys as he has no clockwork or mechanical parts. He is simply
stuffed with sawdust and has no particular identity. His only friend is the Skin
Horse and the Velveteen Rabbit looks forward to their long talks late at night in
the Nursery.
One night, the Velveteen Rabbit asks the Skin Horse, "What is real?" The Skin
Horse, in song, then tells the Velveteen Rabbit what real is, and if he is very
patient and strong, he will someday become real.
The Velveteen Rabbit follows the Skin Horse's advise and his quest to become
real begins. The play unfolds with the heartwarming story of how The Boy
rediscovers the Velveteen Rabbit, they become best of friends and have wonderful
times in the Nursery and Garden. When The Boy becomes ill, however, the Velveteen
Rabbit has to be more patient than ever as he waits for his friend to get better.
We soon find out from Nana, The Boy's Nurse, that the Nursery must be rid of
Scarlet Fever Germs and the Velveteen Rabbit must be thrown out with the rest of
the nursery toys. But the Skin Horse tells the Velveteen Rabbit that because he was
real to The Boy, he will now be real to everyone. The Velveteen Rabbit learns that
patience, strength and a child's love all added up to becoming the real rabbit he
always dreamt he could be.
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PRE PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES
1.

Read the book, "The Velveteen Rabbit" to the class, or if
dealing with advanced grades, have the children read the
story
out loud, taking turns. There are many versions of "The
Velveteen Rabbit" available in bookstores or your
library.
There is certainly a version available to suit
any grade level.
2.

Ask the children to write a book report about the story and
read it aloud in class. For younger students, ask them to
draw
a picture of their favorite part of the story and
present it to
the class.
3.

Ask the students what "being real" means to them.

4.

Tell the students about the time period and location of the
story. Ask the older students to find English words or
phrases
that are "turn of the century English" in flavor.
Discuss the
use and meaning of those words in class.
Some of those vocabulary words are:
Velveteen
Burrow
Fowlhouse

Bracken
Sawdust
Scarlet Fever

Hawthorn Bush
Clockwork
Thicket

5.

Point England out on a map to the students. Explain to them
that the play that they will be seeing is based on the book
and
is not exactly like the book. The show is much more
contemporary in style and tone. Ask the children to
anticipate
differences.
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POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES
1.

Discuss the play with the students. What was their favorite
scene in the play? Their favorite song? Their favorite
character?

2.

Discuss the idea of the show being an "adaptation." Ask the
students to point out the differences between the book and
the
play. Discuss the different ways the two different
mediums
achieve the same result.
3.

Ask the students what their favorite toy is. Draw a picture of
this toy and explain to the rest of the class why it is their
favorite.

4.

Discuss the importance of taking care of your toys. Talk about
the difference between a toy being worn out and a toy being
abused.

5.

Ask the children to put themselves in the Velveteen Rabbit's
place. How would they feel? Could they be patient? Discuss
how
in their own lives, can the students be more patient.
6.

Assign the characters and recreate a scene from "The Velveteen
Rabbit."
Examples could be:
The nursery conversation between the Velveteen Rabbit and
the Skin Horse when the Rabbit asks, "What is Real?"
The scene
rabbits.

when

the

Velveteen

Rabbit

meets

the

real
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FUN PAGES
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